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Whether it’s at the local 

playground, in front of an 

apartment building on a city 

street, in a leafy, suburban 

park, or in one of the most 

storied ballparks in the 

country, every baseball game 

is its own unique story. Full of drama and suspense, unexpected plot twists, 

explosive action. They all start the same, perfect and pristine and unwritten in 

those expectant moments before the first pitch. And then it’s… play ball! A swing 

and a miss . . . the diving catch . . .a hard slide, a cloud of dust, and a stolen 

base…the deep shot to right for an early lead. . . . On it goes until the home team 

rallies late in the game to tie the score and send it into extra innings. The tension 

keeps building, every base runner adding to the excitement, every pitch a possible 

make-or-break moment. Back and forth they go—to the bottom of the10th, onto 

the eleventh, the score still knotted, and then . . .

Everyone goes home. 

Yep, just like that, the players and fans go home. It’s over. Because this is 

the 2002 All-Star Game, halted at 7–7 after 11 innings when both teams had 

apparently run out of players. Sure, they could have kept on playing. But they 

didn’t. Baseball simply stopped and called it a game. No dramatic walk-off home 

run, no improbable suicide squeeze, not even a routine single up the middle with 

the infield drawn in to score the winning run from second. 

Bad

News Bears



GREENBERG: Who cares if the American 

League or the National League wins the 

All-Star Game? If they want to keep 

calling it a game, put some juice in it. 

Make it count for something, like home-

field advantage in the World Series.

GOLIC: You’re an idiot. That’s so 

stupid, I’m going to pretend you didn’t 

say it. It’s never going to happen, and 

you’ve just wasted 30 seconds of my life 

that I’m never going to get back. 

“MIKE AND MIKE IN THE MORNING,”

June 28, 2001
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YOU’VE GOT MAIL

This is different than mere 
superstition. If you put it on 
the board, then the pitcher 
sees it and now he knows 
that everyone realizes it, and 
he feels extra pressure.

—Timothy

YOU’VE GOT MAIL

It’s one of the major unwritten 
rules of baseball, you never 
let the words “no hitter” or 
“perfect game” leave your 
mouth.  I was lucky enough 
to see David Wells pitch his 
perfect game for the Yankees. 
I didn’t even let it cross my 
mind while the game was 
going on

—Tyler in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania

YOU’VE GOT MAIL

Golic, you’re playing for the 
Eagles and your kicker is 
standing over a 50-yard field 
goal to win the game. They 
put a trivia question on the 
board  asking who was the 
last Eagles kicker to make a 
game-winning field goal of 
50+ yards. Your kicker hooks 
it left and you lose. Would 
you have a problem with 
that?

—Noah in Chicago.



YOU’VE GOT MAIL

Athletes like routines. 
Staying in the same hotel, 
who’s the last one out of the 
locker room: those can be 
considered superstitious, 
because it gives them 
a comfort zone. But if 
superstitions were true, 
Sidney Crosby and the 
Penguins would have never 
won the Stanley Cup in 2009 
after they broke tradition 
and hoisted the Eastern 
Conference trophy.

—Anonymous.



PETER GAMMONS: It was a disgrace, and someone 

should be fired over it. Terry Francona has a circulation 

problem, and he doesn’t want to wear the uniform belt 

because of his illness. If you want to talk to him, do it 

before the game. But the whole thing is silly to start 
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BACK ON PAGE 29, 
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with. If you want to talk about 

historical precedent—which is 

very popular these days—then 

consider Connie Mack. He did 

okay managing in a suit. But to 

be interrupting Francona when 

there’s a runner on second 

base, and they think he might 

steal, shows a total lack of 

understanding for 

the game. 


